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DETAILED ACTION 
REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art 
of record either alone or in combination, fails to teach, suggest, or render obvious the 
combined limitations of each of the independent claims. 

2. In particular, the prior art attributable to K. Fink . "Overview of PivotTables and 
PivotCharts in Microsoft Access 2002", discloses two views: PivotTables and 
PivotCharts . The view that is comparable to the instant invention is the PivotTable view 
(note that PivotTable and PivotChart are both registered trademarks of Microsoft 
Corporation). 

Claim 1 of the instant invention discloses: 
"A method comprising: 

displaying a list of items in an electronic catalog, each item corresponding 
to a row of the display, each row having values corresponding to attributes of the 
corresponding items arranged into attribute columns;" 

Fink essentially discloses a PivotTable view , where a PivotTable is described as 
"Just an interactive table that you can use to analyze data in different ways". Fjnk further 
discloses that PivotTables are best used to "create grouped summary reports". 
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3. Claim 1 of the instant invention discloses essentially a table for displaying catalog 
items (e.g., products for sale) where each "product" has associated with it a number of 
"attributes" vyith "values". Each of the "products" creates a row consisting of "attribute 
values" (e.g., weight, price, size, etc.). Each of the "product attributes" when combined 
with other "product rows" create "attribute columns". 

4. Fink defines the claimed "items" as "Fields". So, a table can be similarly 
constructed as described in Claim 1 using "Row Fields" which consist of "items of data". 
A Column Field is constructed for each unique "item of data" in a Row Field. 

5. At this point. Fink's table would not be in the form of a PivotTable. The Table as 
constructed in Claim 1 would similarly not be described as a PivotTable. 

6. To arrive at a PivotTable with Fink requires a Wizard, which first constructs a 
"template" with blank areas for the "dragging and dropping" of "Row Field(s)", "Column 
Field(s)", as well as "Calculated Fields" and "Total(s) Fields" (not seen as being 
applicable to claim 1). 

7. Focusing on the dragging and dropping of a Row Field into a Row Field Area 
(recall a Row Field consists of items of data, and each item of data defines a Column 
Field), when a Field is dropped onto the Area designated for Row Fields, a row is 
constructed for every unique item of data in that field. From this, one can infer that 
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identicakor "redundant" itenns are not repeated. 

8. This feature is closely related to the claimed limitation of "grouping some of the 
displayed items based on a selected attribute upon receiving a grouping command from 
a viewer of the display so that the grouped items are displayed in a single row having 
attributes corresponding to attributes of the grouped items and attribute values 
corresponding to the attribute values of the grouped items where the grouping is 
performed after the data is initially displayed. Rnls implies however that one begins with 
data in a tabular form in another "view" (Datasheet or Fomi, Pg. 1 , 4'" Paragraph). 
Thus, Fink discloses the limitation. 

9. Fink does not expressly disclose the limitation of "expanding the grouped items 
upon receiving an expand command from a viewer of the display so that the grouped 
items are each displayed in a separate row, wherein the expand command is received 
after displaying the list of items and after a group command is received". Fink only 
discloses a grouping step. This claim limitation is further distinguished from Fink in that 
it requires an expand command to be perfomied only after a grouping command has 
been perfomied. 

1 0. Furthermore, Fink does not disclose the claimed limitation of "removing a 
row/column corresponding to an item or to grouped items from the display upon 
receiving a row/column remove command from a viewer of the display, wherein the 
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row/column remove command is received after displaying the list of items". In fact, 
Fink's PivotTable "view" is read-only, implying that a remove command could not be 
performed as it is in the instant invention. 

1 1 . Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

1 2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James H. Blackwell whose telephone number is 571- 

272- 4089. The examiner can nonnally be reached on Mon-Fri. 

1 3. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Heather R. Herndon can be reached on 571-272-4136. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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14. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from tlie 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through. Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 000. 



James H. Blackwell 
02/15/2007 




